
The area surrounding a county road plays an important role in keeping our roads safe, maintaining
drainage, providing access for utilities and allowing MCRC crews to maintain and improve the road
system.

Knowing what is—and isn't—allowed within the right-of-way can help property owners avoid problems
and keep our roads safe for everyone.

WHAT PROPERTY OWNERS SHOULD KNOW

Road Right-of-Way
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WHY DOES THE RIGHT-OF-WAY MATTER?WHY DOES THE RIGHT-OF-WAY MATTER?

Questions? Contact the MCRC at (231) 788-2381

WHAT IS THE ROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY?
The road right-of-way is the area of public property reserved for the road and the infrastructure that
supports it.

Depending on the location, the right-of-way may include the roadway, shoulders, roadside ditches,
drainage systems, signs, utilities and other features necessary for the safe operation and
maintenance of the road.

Important note: Not every county road right-of-way is 66 feet wide. Right-of-way widths can vary
from 20 feet to 180 feet or more, depending on the location. Always check with the Muskegon
County Road Commission to confirm the right-of-way width for your property before beginning
work.
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KEEP THE RIGHT-OF-WAY CLEARKEEP THE RIGHT-OF-WAY CLEAR

DON'T DIG UNTIL YOU CALL MISS DIGDON'T DIG UNTIL YOU CALL MISS DIG
Planning to dig within or near the road right-of-way? Call Planning to dig within or near the road right-of-way? Call MISS DIG 811MISS DIG 811 before you dig. This helps before you dig. This helps
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Planning to dig within or near the road right-of-way? Call MISS DIG 811 before you dig. This helps
identify underground utilities and keeps you, our crews, and utility infrastructure safe.



That landscaping project, new driveway, fence or other improvement may extend into the county
road right-of-way without you realizing it.

A permit from MCRC is required any time work is performed within the county road right-of-way. This
includes work performed by a property owner, contractor or utility company. 

Examples include:

Driveways & Culverts
Installing, replacing or modifying a driveway or driveway culvert.

Drainage Work
Ditching, grading, installing drainage features or changing how water moves toward or across the
road.

Utilities
Installing or working on utilities within the county road right-of-way.

Landscaping & Trees
Planting, removing or trimming trees or making other landscaping improvements within the right-of-
way.

Excavation & Construction
Digging, grading or performing other construction work within the right-of-way

Road Closures & Special Events
Activities that affect the roadway or require use or closure of the county road.

When in doubt, contact MCRC before starting the work.

Questions? Contact the MCRC at (231) 788-2381

BEFORE YOU ADD SOMETHING, CHECK WITH MCRC

HAVE QUESTIONS?

Not sure if your project requires a permit or falls within the road
right-of-way? We're here to help. 

Contact MCRC at (231)788-2381 before you begin.
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